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! HASHEM spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Send forth men, if you please, and let them spy out ng

Land of Canaan that | give to the Children of Israel: one man each from his father's tnbf .

"ﬁhall you send, every one a leader among them." 3 Moses sent them forth from the Wildemass‘éj";
of Paran at HASHEM's command; they were all distinguished men; heads of the Children of Israd’ o

were they. :
4 Ihese are their names: For the tribe of Reuben, Shammua son of Zaccur. 5 For the tribe oig‘
Simeon, Shaphat son of Hori. & For the tribe of Judah, Caleb son of Jephunneh. 7 For the Lnbeg.
of Issachar, Yigal son of Joseph. 8 For the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea son of Nun. ° For the tribe
of Benjamin, Palti son of Raphu. '° For the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel son of Sodi. !! For the tribe’
of Joseph for the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi son of Susi. 2 For the tribe of Dan, Ammiel son of:
Gemalli. 13 For the tribe of Asher, Sethur son of Michael. ' For the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi son

16. Moses prays for Joshua. Moses added the letter  to

shea's name, so that his name would begin with theTetters

of God's Name [n-)]. The Hebrew name Yehoshia mearns,
Siod save or witl save, which signifies that Moses prayed.
May God save you [Joshua] from the conspiracy of the

spies” (Rashi). This intimates that even before the mission
began Moses suspected that it would end disastrously; nev-
ertheless, he permitted them to go, because the people

wanted it and God does not deny people their freedom of
choice.

of Vophsi. ' For the tribe of Gad, Geuel son of Machi.

16 These are the names of the men whom Moses sent to spy out the Land. MM:

Wﬁu. ”
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Hashem save you from the conspiracy of the meraglim.”” Moshe

understood that there is great significance in the name of a person,
and it can serve as a strong form of protection against sin.

Many of the choices of names found in Chumash were based

on_Niyikn (incidents) that occurred, as expressions of gratitude
to_Hashem for His many kindnesses, or as descriptions of the

particular missions people had in life.
There are very few examples in the Torah of people being named
for ancestors or teachers. Yet this has been the custom for many
. centuries and is found numerous times in the Gemara. The source
for naming a child after a great tzaddik is noted in Avos D'R’ Nassan
(12:4), where it says that many people named their sons Aharon
after the death of Aharon HaKohen. Aharon was an 51im by 2K
oioW, a great peacemaker (see Rashi, Bamidbar 20:29 and Pirkei
Avos 1:12) who was enormously successful in restoring the shalom
bayis between couples who were experiencing marital probléms.
When the harmony in their homes returned due to the tireless efforts
of Aharon, and the couple eventually had a son, they named him
Aharon in gratitude. ~

Many have the tradition to name some of their children after their
Torah teachers.” Most people name their children after departed
parents, grandparents, or earlier ancestors (see Torah Temimah to
Bereishis 32:11, §4, awox pa 1), This tradition is alluded to in the
Torah itself. When Yaakov blessed Yosef's children Ephraim and
Menashe, he said, “prIym 073K NAK DU MW 07 KM, May my

pame be declared upon them and the names of my forefathers,

Auraham and Yitzchak” (Bereishis 48:16). The literal meaning of
the_pasuk is that Yaakov expressed the hope that the names of
his_descendants wouid always be worthy of being linked to their
illustrious forefathers. Nevertheless, it does hint to the idea that if

¢ chigdren carry the names of their righteous ancestors it will serve as
a lifelong impetus for them to emulate their ways and add additional
golden links to their family chain. Rl
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R’ Moshe Sternbuch, in his Ta'am Vodaas (p. 264) on this pasuk

in Vayechi, writes_about the importance of a person being called
ogly by his Jewish name, and the impropriety of using a secular
name. One of the reasons’the Jewish people in Eqypt merited to be
redeemed from slavery was that they retained their Jewish names,
which served as a barrier against assimilation. In a famous address
given by the Malbim to his congregants in Bucharest, Romania, he
decried the prevalent practice of calling children by their Romanian
(civil) names, saying that this was the first major step down the
slippery slope into assimilation and intermarriage. Jews §hould
proudly call themselves only by the names given them at the time of
their bris milah (or, for girls, when they were named at the reading
of the Torah) and not have secular names at all.

If a secular name is required according to the law of the land, it
shé)uld only be used when dealing with the gentile authorities or on
official or legal documents where a civil name is mandatory. But to
,u§€ such names among fellow Jews is improper.’

R’ Moshe Schick, the great disciple of the Chasam Sofer and a
leading fighter against the onslaught of the Reform movement,
wrote a lengthy responsa ( Yoreh Deah §169) on the importance ofa
Jew calling himself only by his Jewish name. In fact, he would often
repeat the origin of his own family name, Schick. When the Austro-
Hungarian Empire required every Jew in its dominion to take a
surname in addition to his Jewish name, Rav Schick’s father
chose the name pw, which was an acronym of the Hebrew words
“yn___%ﬁ?r_;w ow,” the name of a Jew is holy. This would serve as a

i Thus, as we read about the tragedy of the meraglim, we learn the“
lesson of how, through the power of adding a small yud .to the r:jamz
of his talmid, Moshe gave Yehoshua the 'koach to .\lehﬁtans e
temnptation to speak critically about Eretz Ylsr'agl as his fe ow pthé
did. That eventually earned Yehoshua th.e prlwlege of entering
Land of Israel, and illustrates the power mheren; in a name.
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If the plot of the spies was based on their desire to retain
their leadership role, as the Zohar suggests, then why was
Moshe concerned about Yehoshua joining such a plot?
Yehoshua had no interest in leading Kla! Yisrael!

My Rebbi, Rav Yaakov Moshe Kulefsky zt”l, told me an

amazing insight from the Kozhnitzer Maggid.

Moshe sensed that the meraglim would be affected by
their desire to retain their positions of leadership, and, based
on Yehoshua's reaction to Eldad and Meidad'’s prophecy,
Moshe was concerned that Yehoshua might acquiesce to their
plan for the diametrically opposite reason: to avoid assuming
the mantle of leadership. Yehoshua was so humble that he
might have been prompted to forestall a situation in which he
would be forced to lead Klal Yisrael by convincing the Jewish
people not to enter Eretz Yisrael.

I find the implications of this insight frightening. We are all
aware that our negative character traits can cloud our vision
and affect our decisions and our outlook on life. Humility,
however, is far from a negative character trait — on the con-
trary, it is considered one of the finest traits a person can
possess. The idea that a person can be affected so negatively
by a positive character trait is frightening indeed.
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A bribe does not necessarily have to be in the form of
money; anything that can cloud our perception of reality is
considered a bribe that will blind our eyes and make words
thag are just appear crooked. Even a person with pérfect
vision cannot see clearly through frosted glass; the opac-
itvy distorts everything he sees. An agenda, even if it is as
altruistic as the desire to keep Moshe Rabbeinu in power, will

- distort reality. .
' Now, if Yehoshua was liable to fall into the terrible plot
of the meraglim because of his personal agenda, then what

about us? Is there any way that we can avoid falling prey to

our personal interests? T

The answer is that we must be sure to follow Yehoshua's
lead. Moshe’s foresight rescued Yehoshua from sin.

The Mishnah teaches us, “Accept a teacher upon yous«
self, acquire a friend for yourself ..." (Avos 1:6).

;{K Each one of us must be sure to have a teacher or a friend
who can see through the self-interests that muddy our vision.
If we do not have someone in our lives who iz able to view our
decisions objectively and set us straight, we are bound to fall
Rrey to our opaque agendas. v
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